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‘part of tHis vette ; which léd 
“me vo'difcourfe conterni 


the 
afid duty of prayer, whith, 
ROW, at freth inftatices; 1 -anide- 
part’ of ‘ie, 
atid, 


d infitt Upon” the” latter» 
hich regards the duty ing 
fince the text and (6 far 
a, was iftourfe; I 

Of the re me; which 1 thalt Handle 
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finging; and the’ of 


I]. Prove that it as an ordinance not con- 
fined to Old Teftament difpenfa- 


ott uiré dhe Ontatter of 


ing or what that is which is to be 


the manger; INy 
dinance fhould be perforh d. . 


Am what-is, finging,. or 
ithe idea oar ‘ean 
‘may, be copfi iter 


1m ‘tis ‘afer’ | in- 
te, o the heavens, ‘the 


papa ’ forefts, the trees of the 
res clothed wih flocks, -afid 


vallies -with corn, are to 


and {hone. OF, OF are exhorted ‘td it : 
it is, improper ferife, that the 
{aid. 10 as, when: 7 fays*, I 
thewidows heart. te fing. that 

put.th ete for grear W hich. the caufe of - 


* Ifa, xliv. 23. and xlix. 1 $3. Pal Ixv, 13. 
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of Palms. & 
it) taken prdper 
ifeate, and natural: adt, viscamiact :of the 
ov Voices though .aorvevery action 
“of the "or found of the voice,” 18 £0 
talled finging! Speech ation of the 
1¢6ngue ; but all kind of | {peaking; oor fay- 
cis not finging. Singing ic Speaking ma- 
fically, or with the modtlauon ofthe voice : 
"Phefe two founds, ' {peaking}+or' 'faying, land 
heave onotthe fame idea v(Whenil 
‘amy told,' is*%commonly expreffed; 
‘fuch an one faid grace beforeiand after meat, 
that hé’afked a bleffiig 
oR God food before eating, and | 
“returned thanks for’ it! afterwards, accordiag 
tothe’ common ule of fpeeéhbin» prayercto 
“God! ‘and'in eonverfation withsmen: iif 
be told me, that he {ung yrace. be- 
fore or afte? fhould not beable to 
“Foti orlér' idea of my mind, bac 
‘khat expreffed ‘all this'in ‘a tonical, mufi- 
‘Cal Way; with'd modulation: of the woite. 
*'Likewife %-not ‘any ‘‘clamour the 
or-every found of the voice, thatsis 
be accoutited finging, ‘but an harmoniols, 
 thelodious an@ niufical found»of ic;! other- 
“wife; why fhobld the tuneful and warbling 
notes and {trains of birds be called finging, 
more than the grunting of a hog, the 
 “"braying of ‘the neighing' of 
te barking of a dog, or the roaring of a 
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é A Difcourfe on forging of Pfalms. 


Is among you afficted.? let him 


» wife, finceopraying, | or petitions, ‘is 


é 


Let us now tonfider this ation, of the. 
or.voite, as perform’d religioufly, a and 
we fhall find; that finging of God's praife 
is {peaking out his praife mufically 5 or it.is 
‘an expreffion of it, with the modulation. of 
-the voice ; and an ordinance diftingé 
- from prayer, praife, giving: of, thanks, . and 
inward {pitatual joy, mr 
Lo Ic: is diftiné from prayer; as evident 
lfrom thy text’; ocherwife, the. Apoftle, myft 
ibe guilty ,of a! moft wretched tautology. ; 
“which. is: by. means, to | be adinitted, of. 
Apdftle . fames mentions), prayer, .agd 
ifinging of pfalms;' as diftingt things to 
“which he advifes ‘differetic .perfons, or, per- 
cfons urider idiffereht circumftances, when, he 


ay... Issamy terry? det fing. pfalms. 
Nor ought it td:be dbjetted to us, that. we 


sfometimes fing petitions, | Or, what. is. prayer- 


@ifferent then However, 
thofe who are’ of va different tmind from ps 
about finging,' thould noc. objert object. this, fine 

_ the only wiy of finging; or at leaft, the, a0 
~principal one; they pretend to. make ule of, 
in prt that, is an 


prayer. to. 
Sing of God's is. 
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A Difcourle.on fngmg of Palms, 7 
finging, yet. allipraifing of God .is' not , 
ing’; finging ig one way in which we praife 
God ;’ buc there are many ways in which we 
caife him,. when we cannot be faid to fing : 
he for inftance, we praife God when we give 
thanks untq him for mercies f{piritual or 
temporal; when we {peak well of his adota- 
ble: perfections and glorious works, either in 
publick or private ; and we are capable of 
praifing him by our ‘lives and aétions, as well 
as by our tongues; in neither of which fenfes 
can we be faid.to fing. If all praifing is 
finging, I thould be glad to knaw what fing- — 
ing of praife is, For | 
That it isdifferent from giving of thanks, 
appears from the infticution of the Lord’s-. 
fupper ; in which, giving of thanks, and 
| sings an hymn, or pfalm, as in the mar- 
mor your bibles, or a fong of praife to. 
God, are ‘mentioned as very diftiné things; 
but of thisanoere. hereafter: I fhall now on- 
obferve, that the Apoftle Paul, in his 
the Ephefans *, When he exhorts 
to fing pfalms, hymns, and /piritual feng 
afterwards mentions giving of thanks to God in . 


the name of aprit, as another duty incumbent 
on. them.» 


= 
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Nor is dnward fpiritual. joys or heart re- 
joicing, finging,of God's praife. True {piri- 
‘coal j joy as wrong in (oul by the Holy 


‘Chap. 19, 20, 
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«BY. AD of: Palins. 
Ghoft, ite rifeitrom! views ofithe?: 
perfor ‘loddj ‘rig facrifice, “andi 
atohement/of '‘Chritt and is: inoreafed by: the 
flicdding’ abroad of the tove:ofGod' 
heart, and by: difeoveries) ofycovenant: inter, 
reft the F ather and'in che! Soni; Novel; 
thé foul fuch 
ation, “tis inthe’*moft aptecable frame to. Gingd. 
the ‘praifés of Goc ; ‘hence: 
merry? ole; is’ any 
mind; or in’ a’ ‘good frame. foul?- bag 
fing pfalms ‘Not!thar theferage the onlyperso 
| fons that are'to ‘fing pfalms, Sr this the: onlyt 
time, any more than that afflicted perfo nsarai 
the ones that are co prayjiand the: tithe 
of che only time of prayer: Buscage 
affi€tion midre’‘efpecially. calls: for prayer; 
fo' fpiritual' joy atid rejoicing, for dinging»oft 
plalms; then this fpiricualsjoy iso nor 
 finging) bat’ the cavfe or reafoa:of: it, and, 
per 
there fach ‘thing: as mentali 
the heart wichour the voicely 
impofiibilities than finging 
Tet ho scheitie but Qaekerifm? And we; 
a9 Welihave! Gur filerit gnestings; duimb 
preaching, and mute prayer, as filent fing- 


ip Singing and the beart, 
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| A ‘Difcoutfe on finging of Pfalms: 
other than finging with*er from -the 
liearct, or heartily‘; of, ‘as ic is exprefledin’ 
a parallel placé, with grace in the beart, i. e 
either with gratitude and ‘thankfulnefs, or’ 
with grace an exeércife; together» with ‘the 
Singing of God’s praifes vocal aétion,’ 
and fhould. bé performed in a focial way; in, 
concert’ withypthers ; with the'voice together 
foall they fing *; and not only with the voice,’ 
but with the modulation’ of it 2? It is not any 
noife of the tongue or voite, but an harmo~ 
nious, melodious, joyful one.’ * O come, 
us fing unto the Lord’; Jet us make a joyful 
notfe to the rock of our falvation : Let. us 
before bis prefence thank/giving, -and: 
- a joyful noife unto bim with pfalms. 
ut, | 


> 


Il. I thalf’ endeavour ‘to prove, ‘that: this’ 
ordinance of -finging does not belong to the: 
ceremonial law, or was confined to. the Old 
Teftament.difpenfation, but is a part* of na- 
tural religion, and.moral woffhip, perpetu-! 
ally binding -on all. mankind, and fo .to’be 
performed by. believers-in-a fpiritual\ and: 
evangeli¢ mariner, under‘the gofpel difpen= 


Nufqudm-enim legimus sliquem: fine voce cantaffe, . Unde: 
_necefle cl hic, in corde, ¢x corde intelligi:. Scilicet ut fo. 
glum Oré, fed etiam corde cantemus. Higronym, in Cole.3, 106 
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A Dilcourfe on finping of Pfalnis. 


_.4. It will appear, from the practice of the 
Heathens, that it was a part of natural and 


‘moral worfhip ; who, though»greatly in the 


dark, both about the objeét and manner of 


worthip, yet, by the dim lighs of nature, 


Bro ed after the knowledge of both, if hap= 
y they.might find them; and as by this dim 
light they were directed to pray'to.a fuperior 
Being when in diftrefs, as ogah's mariners 
did; fo, by the fame light, they were di- 
rected to fing praifes to him when they re- 
ceived mercies; prayer and finging being 


alike parts of natural religion and moral wor- 
fhip. So that though the Gentiles had no 


pofitive laws nor fcheme of revelation to 
gue them in the worfhip of God, yer, in 
ome, inftances, did, dy nature, the things 
contained in the law ; which fhew the work of 
the law written on their hearts: 1 will juft 


produce fome few inftances refpecting the 


prefent cafe. Clemens Alexandrinus intimates, 
that one part of the religious worfhip of the 
Egyptians; confifted of hymns to their gods ; 
his words age‘thefe; Firft a finger goes 


before, bringing forth fome one thing of 
. the fymbols of mufic; and they fay, that he 


aught to take two books out of thofe of 


the gods,’ the other, the method of a royal 
life”... Anda little after, he adds ; “* There 


_ ‘are ten things which are fuitable to the ho-~ 
-mour of their gods, and contain the 
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Hermes, the one containing the hymns of 
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A Difcourfe on fmnging of Plalms. 
religion as facrifices, firft fruits,» hymns, 
rayers, fhows, feafts, and fuch like things*”’, 
his is confirmed by Porphyry, who fays, 
thac the Egyptians devote “ the day tovthe 
worthip of their gods ; in which, three or. 
four times, wz. morning and evening, noon 
and fun-fetting, they fing unto 
them'”. .The fame Porphyry fays, 
cerning the Indians, that * they {pend the 
greate{t part of the day and night in prayers. 
and hymns to the gods *” : And: moreover, 
that when they commit their bodies -ta 
the flames, that they may, in the . pureft 
manner, feparate the foul from. the bady, 
they fing an hymn, and And,:in 
another place, explaining that. fymbolh of Pys 
thagoras, *“* That drink offerings are to be 
poured out to the gods, by the ear of the 
cups; by this, fays he, is intimated; ‘that 
Aryut]iay y oe’ of deh Jvuidlov, crac yay, 
Alex. Stromat. |. 6. p. 633. Ed. Parif.’ 
‘Hyutegy > els MS Sedv, nad’ wv 
Tegnts, nal@ riv tw, x; tiv 


Abltinents 1, 4. S. 8. p. ts 3. Ed, Cantabr. 
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A Difcourfe on finging of Pfalms. 
we ought to honour the gods, anid fing hymns 
them with mufic, for this,goes' throug 
the ears™”.. Very:remarkable is apaflage o 
| Arrianus, the ftoic’philofopher ; If, fays' 
| he, we are¢ intelligent creatures, .what.elfe 
| fhould we do, both in public and private, 
than‘to fing an hymn to the .Deity, to {peak 
We IL of ‘him, ‘and «give thanks wnto him ? 
Should we not,’ whether digging or plow- 
ing, or eating,’ fing an -hymn*tq God? 
Great is God, -who has given us thefe inftru- 
ments, by which we:till the earthy Great 
is God, :that /has.given us hands, a faculty of 
{wallowing,: and a belly; that we fecretly: 
grow and increafe, and that, whilft we fleep, 
we breath ; each of thefe things ought to be 
taken notice of in'an hymn: But'the great- 
eft:and moft divine hymn we ought to fing 
Li js, ‘that he has given.us a reafonable facul-: 
He ty of ufing thefe things in a right way: 
hat ‘fhall'I fay, fince many of you ‘are 
blind? ought not fome one to. fill up this. 
place, and’ give out anshymn to God for you 
| al? was a nightingalé, I'would do 
a as a nightingale; and if a fwan, as a {wan; 


but fince Iam a rational creature, I ought to 
praife God; this is my work ; this I will do; 
mor will I defett.the itatioh to the utmoft of 
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A Difcourfe on of Pfalms. 13 
my’ power ; and I exhort you to the felf: 
fame fong®”. in another -place he! 
fays, ** This is my work whillft I live, to fing 
an hymn to’ God, both by my-felf, ‘and be- 
fore one or many®”. Much of ‘this lan-. 
guage would well become the mouth of a 
Chriftian. It is obferv’d concerning the 
mufes’, that they were chiefly employ’d a=’ 
bout the hymns and worfhip ‘of ‘the gods, 

and that:fome of them had their names from: 
thence, Melpomene, Terpfichore, and Po-' 
lymnia ; and that Homer’ got: fo much cre= 
dit, admiration, and applaufe as he did, was: 
G6wing, among other things, to the hymns’ 
which he compofed for the gods ; and there 


AKAN dvavidy. Tabta tse” endow’ 

tiv ravriv, toicty dvi did duds om 
pe 227,128, Ed. Cantabr. 2 | 

if Phurnntus. de n@tura decorum, p. 22, 23,. Bd. 
| GE vita Homeri, c. 9. Ed, 
pu 
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Hill Extant,.among: his’ works, 
Apolie. Moreover, formerly. rewards. 
gropoted in the Pythian games ', for 

| to the God, 


who belt fang 
And the emperor; takes notice - of: 
‘excellent : hymns, of the gods, which: 
advites to; learn,’ 29 being of great. ufe in 
the knowledge of things facreds moft of which, 
| days, | were by the gods; fome! 
hy menunfpiced bya From. 
hele, andother -inftances,:whith «might: be 
may concltide; that, the 
tiles, were obliged, by the lawof:neture, to 
part.of and): hy: ebe. light) of 
Wete-directed and confequent- 
that i itis a pare of ‘natural relig ion mo- 
is evident, that the “peo le of | 
dng. fongs of baile to him Orethelaw 
re aby | When: 
Sppeared forthe childten of 
Gdlivering out of che Hands of the 
carrying them fafely ‘through 


ng Mofes and the cbs 


- 


thé Lord, 
the Le rd, 


a 
rider bathshe thrown intotheipea 
Miriam and the women, 
fame. fong ; die: fertptares 
thention: of though, the Fetos:.” fayy 
Adamfang one before... Now, 
did the Z/raelites fing this fong. ?. itcould moet. 
be by the Levitical law ; for fyftem of 
laws ,was not given:to thacpeopley: 
ahd when that body of laws. was delivered to 
them) ‘we do not'find that finging of God's, 
wastny it. isnotto be met, 
with in) the whole: body: of 
given out by Mois wisp then: fhould ic .bel 
pare of. wot{hip. peculiar ro the Old 


Norwas it. by any. pofitivelaw, on 


adeording to any part of external revelaciom, 
ade to' the fons of the chiky 


howe fang’ ;*for no-fuch pofitive Jaw 


tant, -or' any fuch revelation mage, 
we know of remiains then,. that: in’ 
this, they acted according’ tothe 
coniciences, and the examples. 
might have been before them, by which. 
| they wete influenced, as to cry:to the ‘Lord. 
| in diftrels, fo to fing his praifes 
Te. may’ cafily be when 
_pldlinody Was-in the moft fdurithidg, 
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-by-what daw, 
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46 A.Difcourle on of Pfalms. 
on-and influence of David their king, thé 
fweet Pfalmift of T/rael, it was not confined’ 
to thampdople; all pations of the earth 
were called upon; and exhorted to fing the . 
praifes of God, even by thé P/a/mift himéelf;. 
Make a xoyful -noife: unto;God, all.ye lands, 
‘Heb; all the earth, fing forth.the bonour of bis 
name; «make bis. praife glorious. Let the 
people praije thee, O.God, letiall the people 
praifethee.: let the nations be glad and fing 
 forgoy; for thou fhalt judge the, people rig bte- 
aufly, and goverm the nations upon earth. Se- 
Tah. O fing: unto the Lord.a new fong ; fing. 
untothe Lord all the earth, fing unto the Lord; 
blefi-bis name, fhew forth his falvation from. — 
| day to day". \INow if Ginging was.nat a part. 
@famoral worthip; buwof a ceremonious.kind,- 
and peculiar the Old Teftamenc difpenfa-; 
tion, the ‘nations of the earth would haye had, 
mo concern in it; it would not have. been, 
obligatory upon them, but, proper only to, 
therd/raelites, to. whom alone pertaineth the 
_givingofthedaw and the fervjce of God., 
is more manifeft, than thay, 
ceremonial .worfhip. was in, its greareft. 
 . glory, and legal facrifices in higheft efteem, 
that finging of Pfalms and {piritual fongs was, 
preferred. unto them, as being. more accept- 
-able:to-God; Iwill praife the name of God. 
witha fong, and will magnify bim with thank/~ 
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A Difgourfe on finging of; Pfalms.. 17) 
giving, fays Davids. pleafe.the. 
Lord better than.an ox or,ballock, that hath. 
horns and hoofs *. Now. can any othet reafon 
ofthis difference Be given, phan that, the fa- 
crifice of ah ox or bullock) was of ceremonial) 
infticution,s wheteas; praifing _God. was.a, 
part.of, moral worthip; per-j 
formed. in) ;a; {piritual, and. evangelic. 
NOT. os 0s Badu 
When the ceremonial law,,,with,all, its 
inftituted rites, was abolithed, this;duty of, 
finging remained. in full force... The Apoftle, 
Paul, .in, his-epiftles written |to the churches, 
at. Ephefus, and. Colaffe declares in the} one}, - 
that the middle wail. of. partition, beweween:; 
ew and Gentile, was broken down ::.Mean-, 
ing the ceremonial law, and that)which wag, 
the caufe of,enmity between both; even, tbe, 
of commandments, contained in ordinances,., 
was: And in the other; fays;:, 
no man judge yew in meat.or.in drink, QF 
Speed of an holy or of the new moan, Yor 
‘ther fabbath. days,. which,are fhadaw of, 
things to come, but the body is of Chrofe and. 
yer; .incboth;*; exhorts. chemi, to fing, 
hymns, afd \fpiritual NOR, 
fame :Apoftle, 
in the fame’¢piftles,. wsitten, to the fame, 
fers, fhould, declate them ,,difengaged: from 
{ome ‘things; and under obligation 40; regards 
* Pfal. Ixix. 30, 31. Eph ii,14,1§. Coli. 
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A Ditcourle om fnging of Palms. 
others,» if thefe equally belonged tothe cere- 
monial law, and were alike peculiar to 
*6.°This praétife of finging the praifes of 
God; ‘hasbeen petform’d by creatures who 
were hever ‘fubje&t to the ceremonial law ; 
by'whom I mean not the Gentiles, who have 
beén’already taken notice of, but'the angels, | 
who, though fubjeé to the moral law, -fo: 
fat‘as their nature'and condition will admit 
of; yet;'in no. one inftance; were ever'con- 
cérnéd ‘in ceremonial fervice.’'“Now thefe 
and fpiritdal beings were very early em- 
ployd-in’ this “divine and heavenly work of 
finging ; thefe morning flars; fo called for 
their *brightnefs ‘and ‘glory, “/ang together ; 
thefe fons of God; by’creation, /houted for joy, 
_ ‘When'?h? foundations of the eatth were faf- 
and the corner fione thereof laid’; As 
they did alfo when the corner {tone of man’s 
redémption was laid‘in the incarnation of the 
Sen (God ; at which time there was with 
thé angel, a ‘multitude of the cuted boft, 
God,’ and faying,; Glory to God in the 
bigheft, and on earth peace; good will towards 
men ; who’ likewife will join with the faints 
in” Hallelujahs “and fongs of ipraife to God, 
shroughout‘an endlefseternity. For; = - 
"9. We'may fay of this duty what the 
Apoitie fays of tharity*, thar ie never faileth, 


_P Job xxxviil, 6,7: Luke Cor. xiii, 89 
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though, prophefes, tongues, and knowledge 
fhall. . For,, when all ordinances, w 
of 2 moral nature, or of pofitive inftitition, 
fhall ceafe, fuch as prayer, preacoetes bap- 
tifm, the Lord’s-fupper, and the like ; this 
will continue, and be in its, greateft glory 
and perfection, This; will be the employ- 
ment, of faints when raifed out of their Autty 
beds, on the refurrection, morn, .in the;power 
and. virtue of the refurreétion of their rifen 
Lord... Thy dead men fhall tive, together with, 
or as.my dead body, foall they arife:: Awake 
and fing, ye,that, awell.in the duft ;, for th 
dew .ts.as the dew of herbs, and the earth fha 
out the dead‘): Thefe having their fouls 
/ and bodies reunited, fhall come to the Zion 
above, with fongs and everlafing joy upon their 
beads: Thefe.fhall ftand upon the mount 
with the Lamb, and fing in the height of it, 
even that mew fong which no one can learn, 
bu thofe are redeemed from the earth. 


To. confider the fubje& marter.of fing- 

> ha ing, or what that is which is to be fung. 
_ The direGtion of the Apoftle Paul. in this 

cafe, is certainly to be regarded, ‘who, in 

two diftincé epiftles, exhorts to the finging 

of pfalms, hymns, and /piritual songs; and 

what thefe are, it will -be proper to enquire. 


And, ae 
Ma, v.19. Col, iii. 16." | 
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BYp/alms, megne the book of pfalms, 
compofed: by David, Afaph,;’ Heman, and 
others, “under the infpiration of the'Spirit of | 
God ; “which is theonly fenfe in which this 
word. js ufed throughout the’ whole New 
Teftament:* Nor is there any reafon to 
| belitve, that the Apoftle Paul defigns any 
‘ther inthe above mentioned places ; or the 
| Apoftle Fames, when he fays *, Is any -mer- 
ty? let bim fing plalms. Thofe who are of 
a different mind; ought.to what other 
fenfe this word is ufed, and where, and what 
thofe pfalms are we are to fing, if not the 
pfalms of David} fince it is certain, there 
‘are’ pfalms: which are to be fung under the 
New Teftament difpenfation. 
By bymus, ‘we are to underftand, ‘not 
‘compofed™ by good men, with- 
out’ the. infpiration of the Spirit -of God. 
sBobfetve indeed, from antient writers, and 
from ecclefiaftical hiftory*, that fuch com- 
pofitions were made ufe of very-early, even’ 
from the times of the Apoftles ; and I deny * 
‘not’ but*that they may now’be ufeful ; cho’ 


™ Gleinens Alexandr: Pacdagog. 3. in fine, p. 266. 
Ed. Pavif. Tertullian Apolog, c. 39. 36. Ed, Rigal. Eufed. 
Hilt, }. ¢. ¢. 28. p. 196. 
laid. 7224. p.271. Ed. Of thefe hymns, fee more 
in, Fabricit Biblioth.Gracc, Vol. 5. c. 1. p. 195, 196, &c. and 
"Bibliograph, “Antiq: c. t1. p. 368, &e. Thefe were ob- 
jetted by Paul of Sawifata, Eufeb.\.7. c, to. p. 281, dud 
prohibited by the council in Can, $9, 
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but judge them, ‘in’ a good meafure, unne- 
ceffary, ‘fince we'are fo well provided witha 
book of pfalms an@fcripcural fongs, indited 
by 'the Spirit‘of Gad, ‘and fuitable on all oc- 
eafions : However, I cannot think ‘thar fuch 
are defigned by the Apoftle;: nor 


can I beliéve that*he would’place fuch be- 
tween pfalnis and fpiritual made 
‘mén infpired’ by ithe Holy Ghoft, and put 
them upon a level with them, ‘and to be fung . 
equally with ‘them’ to the edification of the 
churches ; therefore, I take bymns to be but 
another nathe’ for<the book'of pfalms; for 
the running ‘title ‘of that book may. as well 
be; ‘the book of hymns, as‘ of pfalms ; and 
fo itis render’d by=4in/worth,’ who alfo par- 
ticularly ‘calls ‘the 145" pfalm, an hymn of 
David : ‘So ‘the plalm which our Lord fang 
‘with his difciples,*after the fupper, is cal- 
ted'an bymn,‘as‘the pfalms of David in ge~ 
eral, are cdiled, by Philo the Few ', 
bymns, as they are alfo fongg and hymns by 
3. By Jongs, may be meant the 
fame. pfalms of David, A/aph, the titles 
Ly de Mutat, nom. & 1, de Somniis & alibi. 
Antiqu. 1.7. ¢, 12, | 
er 
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A Difcourfe on 'fmeing of Pfalms. 41 
a’ great deal of care fhould be taken that they 
be agrecable: to. the ‘facred writings,’ and the 
analogy ‘of faith, and that they be exprefied; 
as much as can be, in feripture language’; 
et, after all; I muft confefs; that I cannot 


fame the fubjeét. matter of them 


vue. 


22 A.Difeourfe on finging of Pfalms. 


of fome,of which, are +, /ongs, as fometimes 
@ plalm and fong, a_fong ‘and ‘plalm, a Jong of 
degrees, andthe: like ; together with all. o- 
ther fcriptural fongs, written by men infpired 
by God, and.are called /piritual, becaule the 
author of them is the Spirit gf God, the wri- 
ain of them men, moved and adted by the 


{piritual, defigned for edification, 
and oppofed to, all profane, ‘loofe and wanton 
ongs. 
Thefe three words, pfalms, bymans, and Jongs, 
an{wer to and the 
titles of Davéd's. pfalms,; and; are, by.the 
Septuagint, by the Greek the 
Apoftle ufes. ,,I.thall not, trouble you with 
obferving to. you how thefe.chree are diftins 

Jeatned men", .one from another, 
only what has been semark’d by 
others before me; that whereas the Apofitle, 
in his exhortations to finging, dire@ts to the 
titles of David's pfalms, it is highly reafon- 
able to conclude, that..it: was; his intention 
that we thould, fing them: But, inafmuch as 
there are fome queries, fcruples, and objecti- 
ons about Singing .of it will, be 


GIS NY 
So Pfal. Xxx, viii, lxv, Ixvi, avi 
ixavi, Ixxxiij, |xxxvil, Ixxxviii, xcii, eyiii, exxvi, to cxxxiv. 
ZAnchiym,. Grotitm, Hammond, in Eph. v. 1p. 
Col, Leig?s Critica Sacra in voce, 
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A Difeourfe:on of P faliis,. 
proper ‘to atteinpt a fatisfactory anfwet' 
It is inquired, whether the book ‘of: 
Pfalms was originally written in verfe or me-' 
tre’? The reafon of this enquiry is, that if it 
fhould appear chat'it was not originally 
ten in Hebrew metre, then there is no reafon 
why ic fhould be tranflated into metre in an= 
other language, and fo confequently not ro’ 
be fung in the manner we do. ‘To which,’ 
I anfwer, That the book of: Pfalms, with 
fome other writings of the Old Teftament, 
were originally written in metre, is*univer-) 
fally allow’d by the ews, and does alfo ap~- 
pear from ‘the different accentuation of: 
them, from that of other books. “Fo/ephus *,’ 
a learned ew, fays, “ That David being 
free’ from war, and enjoying a profound: 
peace, compofed fongs and hymhs.:to God,' 
of various metre; fome trimetre, 
fifting of three feet, and others pentametre; 
t.@, Of five feet”. David's Pfalms feem to 
be of the Lyric kind; hence erom, who, 
of all the fathers, beft underftood the Hebrew 
language, calls *“‘ David, our Simonides, Pin= 
dar, Alcaeus, Flaccus, Catullus, and. Seres 
_ aus", who were all of them Lyric poets, 


And 
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24 A-Diftourfe oi fingeng of Palms: 
another place, he fays, .« 
fhould feem incredulous to any that the He- , 
brewf have, metre}: or that the P/a/ms. or the 
Lamentations of Feremiah; or almott all che! 
fetiptural fongs are compofed after the mane ; 
ner of our. Blascus, and the Greek Pindar, 
and Alcaeus,; and Sappho; let him read Philo, - 
‘Eufebsus: Caefarienfis, and he'll. 

d, by their, teftimonies,, that what I fay is 
true”, ‘The learned Gomarus, in his Lyra’, 
hasi given outiof the P/a/ms, and other poeti- 
cal, books of the {criptures, feveral hundred : 
of inftanees of verfe of the ‘fambic, Trochaic, : 


Dattylic, Anapacftic; Choriambic, Fonic, An- 


tifpaflic, and Pagonic kind, which he has- 
compared with alike number,our of Pindar : 
and) Sophocles: The 
loft the knowledge. of the facred ry: and 
have been, for many hundred of years, 
acquainted with it;. though R., Benjamin. 
Tudelenfis * fays, ‘that there lived.in his time,’ 
at, Bagdad, one; Ri Bleazar, and his bre-. 


© David simopides nolters Pindavus Alcaeus,; Flaccus \ 
Catullns & Serenus Chriltum Iyra *perionac. Hierons 
Paulin. inter opera’ Tom, Ed. Parif, 
Qhod: G coi videtur incredulum nietra fcilicee’ spud. He- 
braeot, & in mortem, noliti Flasch Graecigue' Pindari & Alcaciy 
& Sappbus, vol” Pfalterium, vel Lameniationes Hieremide, vei 
omnia ferme feripturarum cantica comprehendi, legat 
 Orinerem, Cacfarienfem Eufebium, dorum telti~ 
moOnio me véruin dicere comprobabit.” Ib. p. 8, 
* R. Benjamin Maffaot vel Itinerarium, p,.70, 714 Ed, L’ Em-. . 
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ews indeed’ have now: 
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A | Difcourle on Yinging of Plalms, 25, 
new fing the fongs as 


ngers.d ple was ef 
as origin 


it. is to be 


into verle, in 
to. be fung in the Cheift, 

2.) It whether, the. book, ‘of 
fuitable. to.the prefent, dif 
and Propet to .be {ung in. gofp 
churches, ;Lanfwer, Nothing, is more, fuit- 
the gofpe ch ate; Of more proper to, 

be the churches of Chrift;. fince, it.i¢ 
{o, full of pro >»phecies concerning che perfon,, 
Offices, grace and, kingdom of the Me(tiah 
goncesning his fufferings, and death, His 
be pry: afcenfion and feffion at the right 

of God which are .now. more clearly 
od, and dre capable of being fung by 
paces in a mor evangelic manner than 
when the Any firft compoled: Befides, this 
book is great.and precious 
of the faith, and 


erie a mine. ‘of 
ere is ; abundantly to 
Pond the church of 
articular believer, is in, at any time. 
Alfie Care and ‘ptudence uled i in the choice. 
proper. pfalms, on particu ons, 


{ 


fh 


hit to'détet perfont from: fingih 


our own, ang them as ‘fich, not 


Yery 


ends of 


with “things ich ‘ake. Hot, and which they 
their’ Owh cafe's yet, fUttierimies 
With what and’ fardihg. to 
atked, Shoutd’s fi 
e now rhiention- 


di, and futh rhings” 
would the ibe guilty’ of tying to 
ity to men 


‘and of Watt thut'!c 
under the 


Which much ‘Yecommetid 
difpenfaibh To “which;' 1 teply, 
tas to’ ging chfes hot ‘our owh, this 

lying ‘to God than reading ther is; 
but d'flower way of pronancias 
fi a‘mufical manner therefore," if “this 
ftthould 
from ‘reading’; “Befides,’in wor- 


fons: but in 
and’ as’ parts. OF che com 
‘ahd “body. ‘Gf “the ‘people’; ‘fo. that 
ay be’ fyitable may be {6 
d in. both; ‘the’end ‘Of praife Be 
Moteaver;, whéh ‘we fing “the 

, and which we cannot miake 


out’ fefife ‘and ‘experierice hich‘ yet 
ufeful to us,ejcher by 

bt” or cothfort, or wa of 
‘Whd the ike: if 
the’ tale, there are 
ging, viz. the 

praife 


this nid 
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P ife and-glory of God, and the edification 
others, which may be atrained this way 
after all, the. fame obje@ion will lie a- 

gain{t public prayer, as much as againft pubs 

lic finging dince no prayer, put up by 

minifter, in public, ac. leaft, nag all the“pe 

\ in any more ‘thah ev pfitn 
hymn, fung in public, are fuicable to ‘the 
¢cales of all perfons refent ; t; yer this has not 

been thought a fufficient argument againft 
public prayer, or to deter perfons from in 
As. for imprecations and‘curfes on 
though the {criptural inftaijces 
o examples $ to do the 
were made ‘under che 
the irit af Go yet they were 
Uc. hipts, 0 ruin to 
and as fuch fhould: be confider- 


fung by us, and that co. the 


Ice and | slings af of the vile natute, of 

Gp, the ind ignation ‘of God a gaint i it, and 
Juft abhorrence and that fin 


id in God, and thould 


of hers, we. ng by 


| & form; We may fin form, whi. 
wat pray y.one?. I an{wer, cafe is diffe- 
‘Tent; the ordinance of prayer ‘may be per- 
without a but not the ordi- 
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nance of finging : The Spirit of God is pra 
mifed as a Spirit of grace and fupplication, 
bar not asa f{piric of Poetry. And fuppofe 4 
perfon gift of delivering out an extem- 
pore, pfalm or’ hymn,’ that or 
would bea form to the réft that joined wich 
him; unlefs we {uppofe a whole congrega- 


tion to have fuch a ‘gift, and every ‘one fing 


his. own pfalm or hymn ; but ‘then’ that, 
namely, joining voices together, which is 
the beauty, glory, and harmony of this. or- 
dinanes, mere jargon, confufion, 
and  Befides, we have’ a book of 
falms, but we have nota prayér book: 
by the Spirit. of God, as we ‘have'a 


hook of pfalms made by fuch; we fhould 
think our felves under equal’ obligatibn ro 
one. Add'to this, that the” pfalins ‘of Da- 
vid were compofed to be fang b 
a form,.in the very exprefs words. of the 
ag they accordingly were. David, when he 
had wrote them, fent them to A/apd, and his 
brethren, of ‘to che chief ‘mufician, the 
fter of the fong, who had the management 
of it, ot fome fuch perfon, to'be'made ule of 
incpublic ; for thus ic ig written *, Then on 
that day David delivered firf this’ plalm, to 


bi 
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A Difcourfe on of Pfalms. 1g 
bis: brethren. Anid we may obferve, tha¢ 
{ome hundreds’ of’ years after, the” pfalms of 
David ‘and ‘Ajaph were fung’in the éxprefs 
Words of’ them, “by the order’ of Heze- 
kiah; for fo it ts faid ‘, Moreover, Hezekiah, 
the king and the princes, commanded the Levites 
to fing praife'unto the Lord, with the words 
of David’ and ‘of Afaph, the feer'; and they 
fang praifes' with gladne/s, and they bowed 
their beads and worfhipped: Hence’ alfo; 
when the’ people “of God ‘were exhorted ‘to 
fing his praife; they were ‘bid not :to make} 
but take 2 pizim-ready ‘made to their hands *? 
Sing aloud unto God our firength; makea 
joyful noife the’ God of Jacob ; take’ 
lm, ‘and'bring bither the timbrel,’ the pleat 
nt’ har'p; with the’ Which leads 
"To ¢ohfider another objection made'a# 
 finging' the pfatms' of ‘David 

nging’ of thefe' was formerly attended with 
the ufe of mufical inftruments’s fuch asthe 
harp, timbrel, cymbals; and the like’; If then 
they are to be’ fung’ now, why not with 'thefe 
inftruments, ‘as ‘Heretofore’? and if thefe 
difufed, why fhould not finging ic felf? I 
reply, That the’ ufe’ of mufical inftruments 
was not effential to finging ; therefore, tha’ 
thefe are laid afide, that continues. The O} 
‘Teftament difpénfation was a fhowy, gaudy, 


Chron, xxix. 30. * Pfal, Ixxxi. 2. 


and 
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ch there: wens, many 
h attended the worfhip of 
even. of it which, was of, 
moral nature;.which :ceremonious, rites 
ugh ‘abolithed, the. being 
a,moral Fem in full force : 
iit. was ufuab to burn incende 
of now the yle of 3 
4p, but the duty, of 
By, ofa al nature,, 
the dipftruments, whic 
tended of Ginging che. prai ok God, 
and was. typical f,inward: 
wheat ging, ually. 


a moral nature with prayer, is is fill obliga- 


yoqally, at make melody in 

Ba 


‘a ation of, 
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ine ‘churches 
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churches (4 dpunder the 'gofpel difpenfatioi> 


the ufe' of fuel others, | 
for babes, is taken away, and bare or Pleads 


point out to you she p fond 

» found 


to fing, ahd’? who- ought to 
thé:performanée of this duty, 10 
by bimw 


Hotice Private perfon's:finging 
felf, ‘alone, or of the Family difcharge of; this 
duty, of of being: done 
tween two or more perfons:) nd doubr:byede 
is law fat for fingle' perfon «co! fing the praip 
fés-of God at home, in own 
ift his clofet;\ whiten ‘he thinksproper ; iand ig 
riidy ‘very lauddbly be Chriftia® 
fathilies, ‘where they! are able towtarry fitcom 
with decency’ atid: good order ; yea, 
miore perfons, may join togethe r in ‘this 
artof divine fervice, as Paul-and Silas did 
prifon who, midnight;: prayed. eid 
nig praifes 4info God which is an inftanes 
of finging vocally, and in:concers, and 
attended with forme ‘miraculous o 
with which all gofpel ordinances were at fir 
confirin’d; ‘and Which browght\on; and, 
éd ia the coriverfion ‘of the jailors. Bur what 
E chiefly ‘royowill ‘be to. prove: 
that. gofpel churches, or the churches sof 
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to the: praifes of. God vogally ; and: this 
do from. the faltowing confidera-, 
f From the prophecies of the oid Teas 
' ment, which declare, that the churches, in 
golpel ctimes, ».fhould -fing ; ;and. in. which 
aré called upon; exhorted, ‘sncour. 
raged! to! ido) it. Am, many, of, che pfalms;. 
which réfpec the times ofthe Mefliah, and, 
the gathering che Gentiles, to him under, 
the! gofpel. penlation; 47'%, 
68"; and people, of ase. fre-, 
quently invited. to ding. p and: 
make a joyfuli noife. te him with, pfalms, 
Likewife; inthe prophecies of Jfaiah*, it ig 
declared,’ not only the watchmen, 
minifters; :fuch- whofe: feet! are. -beautifu 
the mountains, ; who bring good. 
blith peace and falvation, -/hall.lift up the, 
e; anid that..with .the voice together hall 
they fing; bur. alfothe churches under their 
care, andfuch fouls.they. are made: ufeful. co, 
are called upon: 
frag together promifed, chat, 
Gentile church, under the name of the wil- 
dernefs; and folitary place; shall be glad and 
tbe even with joy 


of the: foal 
od of 


Lord return; and come to Zion 
with fongs and everlafting joy upon their beads; 


Ifa. li, 7, 8,9, and 3 By 836, 10, and xxvi. 1. and 
liv. Motes 


to. break forth into: soy, ae 


and fiaging that even 
and the 
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A on fengeng of Plalmis. 32 
Moreover, that i” that day, meaning \the 
golpel day,) ~hall. this fong be fung in the land 
of Judah, in the gofpel church: Webavaa 
firong: city ;.falvation will':Godoappaint for 
walls and bulwarks. To. addino more, how 
exprefly is the Gentile church exhoreéds and 
encouraged: to, this work, in another’ partof 
thefe. prophecies ? where is faid, Sang; O 
barren, thou that didft not bear ; break forth 
into Jinging;' and ‘cry ‘aloud, théu that diaft — 
not travail with child; for moreiaré the chil» 
dren of the defolate than the a the 
married wife, faith the Bord. Biefied>be 
God,: thefe-predictions ‘are;.in a great 
fure, fulfilled } gofpel churches among the 
Gentiles,’ as wellas in the land of 1fudea, 
have liftup their voices, and. fung:the prai+ 
fes' of God according: to thefe prophecies ; 
which 'is,..at once, a'confirmation of the aus 
thority of the {criptures, and of the truthof 
this ordinance. Burt, 3109 OTR 
I prove it tobe a incumbent on 
gofpel churches, under the New Teftament 
difpenfation, from exprefs precepts! and di+ 
tedtions givensto them concerning it. , Et. is 
not only» prophefiedof in the Old .Tefta 
thenc, ‘but it is alfo commanded in the New, 
that they thould fing. The church at Ephefus 
‘Was'@ gofpel church, 4s was alfo that Co 
loffes4-and: they are both exprefly enjoined:as 
fuch,, by. the Apoftle Payz/, who in this, as, 


.in other things, had the mind, of Chrit 


to 
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34% A Ditcourfe on fngsng of 

to fing pfalms, hymns, and fpititual fongs’. 

to New Teftament churches, why fhould 
any directions about it be given to them? 
, fuch as to fing with grace in their hearts, 
‘with the /pirit, and with the underftanding ; 
and to do it in fuch a manner, fo as to /peak 
to themfelves, and to teach and admoni/h one 
another*, 


» 3. That New. Teftament churches fhould 


ftamentinftances and examples. There are 
mot only: prophecies and precepts, but alfo 


the firft inftance of this kind I fhall mention, 
is, that of Chrift and his Apoftles, who fung 
an hymn, as a church, at the clofe of the 
Lord's {upper ; of this the evangelift affures 
us; When they had jung an hymn, {ays he, 
they went aut unto the mount of olives*: Our 
ears are continually dinned, by thofe who are 
of a: different mind from us, with an old 
tranflation, in which, they fay, the words are 
_#ender’d; When they bad given thanks. But, 


Firfi, This work was done algeady ; be, i.e. 
Chrift, took the cup, and gave thanks. Se- 
condly, A different word from that is here 
ufed, and» which,,in its firft and primary 
fenfe, fignifies to fing. an hymn, or fong, to 
the-honour of God. And, Thirdly, This old 


tran- 


fing, will more fully appear from New.Te-. 


precedents in fayour of this practice ; and 


” 
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A Difcourfe on finging of Plalms. 35. 


tranflation mutt be a falfe one, fince it fixes 


fuch a character of rudenefs and arrogance 


upon the Apoftles, as is unbecoming the dif- 
ciples of the meek and lowly Jefus; what, 
they give thanks ! what bufinefs had they to 
give thanks? Had they done fo, they had 
took upon them an office, and thruft them- 
felves into a province that did not belong to 
them. Who fhould give thanks but Chrift, 
the mafter of the feaft, who was then in 
perfon prefent at his own table? No, they 
fung an hymn in concert, with their Lord at 
the head of them; which hymn was either 
one of Chrift’s compofing on that {pecial occa~ 
fion, or rather wasa parc of the Hallell > the 
Fews {ung at the paflover, which began with 
the 113", and ended with the 118" pfalm:; 
the firft parc of which they fung before they 
fat down to eat, and the ather after they had 
eaten, and after they had drunk the fourth 


and laft cup; which laft page feems to have 
been poftpon’d the mg of the Lord’s 
e 


fupper, as containing in ict feveral verfes fuit- 
able to that ordinance, ¢fpecially the clofing 
part, which is this; J well pratfe thee, (hr 
thou baft beard me, and art become my falva- 
tion, The tone which the builders refufed, is 
become the bead ftone of the corner. This is 
the Lord’s doing; it 1s marvelous 1m our eyes. 


This is the day which the Lord bath made ; 


Vid. Buxtorf, Lex. Talmud in voce, cel. 61g, 


fj 
4 


26" A‘Difcourfe: om finging of Pfalms. 

be Will be glad in it. «Save now, 

befeech thee; O Lord; Lordy I befeech 
«thee, Tend now profperity. Bleffed be be that 
cometh in the name‘ of the Lord. “have: 
bleffed ‘you out of the boufe of the Lord. ° God: 
the Lord which bath fhew'd us Light. Bind 
the facrifice with cords; even unto the horns of 
the altar, ‘Thou art-my God, and I will praife 
thee; art my God,’ I will exalt thee. O 

| gt ‘thanks unto the Lord, for be is good: for 

mercy. endureth' for ever’, Por my own 
part, ic would’ ‘be agreeable to’ me, if this 
was’ always ‘fung'-ae the celebration of 
this return to my argu- 
ment. “This hymn, ' or ‘pfalm; ‘was fung by 
Chrift and’ his'Apoftles, as’a church ;' which, 
though one of the'leaft of the churches, yet 
the’ “that ‘ever was -on ‘earth ; where 
Chrift ‘fung, according to-his'promife made 
long’ before; ‘when’ he {aid J declare 
thy name unto brethren Inthe midft of 
the congregation will I prasfe thee; which 

the‘duthor of the epiftle tothe Hebrews, cites 
dn this mariner will declare thy name unto 
thy brethren, and in the midft of ‘the church 
“will fing praife unto thee, Spvhow ot; will I 
‘fing bymn unto thee*; which he accord- 
‘ingly did Ying in themidft of the congrega- 
“ten, “the church,among' his “brethren, the 
‘Apotties,’'ac’ the inftitution of the fupper ; 

41, vo thé end, Pal, xxii Heb. 
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A Diftourfe on fining of 37 
and i¢ an.example:we ought follow at, the 


adminiftration of that ordinances 
church at Corinth, inthetimes of the, 
Apoftles, fung pfalms: There were;; indeed, 
fome diforders among them, in. the pérform=- 
ance of this, as well as other parts.of public 
worthip , which the: Apoftle Pau! endea- 
- yours to rectify in his epiftle to them ; How 
is'it then, bréthren? fays he, 'yé¢ come 
together, every ont of you bath a pfalm; bath 
a dottrine, bath a tongue, hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation ; let all things be done 
to edi fying:‘'s: where he does not blame them 
for thofe things, provided care. was taken 
to avoid confufion, and that the edification 
of each other was ‘regarded :.And what he 
fays in my text, with refpec 16 himfelf and 
his‘own condué in the difcharge of both 


the finging, is defigned 
as an example and an infttuction to, this 
church. | 


~The book of Revelations is 4 reprefenta- 
tion of the ftate and condition, fervice and 
fafferings of the churches of Chrift on earth, 
in the feveral periods of time, until his fe- 
cond coming ; in'which we have frequently 
an account of their being concerried: in chis 
work of finging *, either the Lamb’s new 
fong, or the fong of Mo/és, or both; and 
which: is reprefented as their employment 
Cor. xiv. 26, Rev. v. 9, 10. and xiv. f, 3. and 

more 
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38 A Difcourfe on frying’ of Pfalms. 
or until end of time. Now, 
nce we have prophefy, precept, and prece~ 
dent, for the bf finging Blew 
Teftament churches, none fhould {fcruple 
the performance of it. Bur,,before I difmifs 
this part of ‘my fubject, it will be neceflary 
to give an anfwer' to the two following 
Whether women fhould fing in pub- 
lic, or in the of this 
uéry is, becaufe the Apoftle fays*, Let your 
keep filence in churches for is 
not permitted unto them - so but they 
are commandedto be under obedience, as alfa 
faith the law: if they will learn any 
thi ng, let them ask their busbands at home ; 
for it fobame for. women to {peak in the 
church. From whence it is inferr’d, that if 
‘women are co be'filent, and not fpeak in the | 
Church, then they-are not to {peak to 
themfelves and others, in pfalms, hymns, 


‘fpiritoal fongs. . To which I anfwer, 


that it is evident the Apoftle is to be under- 
stood of fuch kind ‘of {peaking in public, as 
carries in ‘it authority over the man, which 
finging does’ not’; fo he explains himfelf in 
another place, Let the women learn in filence, 
But fuffer nota woman to 
teach, nor to ufuirp authoréty. over the man, 
but to bein» filence'.; It is: certain, that a}! 


brs 
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Difcourfe on finging of Pfalms. 39 
kind of {peaking ih the church; \is.not 
bidden to women; otherwife,it would. not 
be lawful for them.to give an,account of the 
work of God wpon their fouls, by .word of 
mouth; nor. could they be. witnefles for or 
againft any member of the, church charge- 
able with any iniquity., In thefe.and fuch 
like cafes, it have, no doubt, a right, and 


fhould have the liberty of {peaking in the 
church: As for finging of pialms, though, 
as.an aficient writer obferves, “ ‘The Apo- 
{tle commands women,to be -filent in the 
church ; yet.they are capable of, performing 
this fervice well, ‘which is agreeable to eve- 
ry. age, and fit for both fexes ’’... And, indeed, 
if this is a part:of moral worfhip, as, I think, 
Ihave fufficiently prov'd it is, it muft bea 
duty belonging to them, and_ binding 
them: Befides; it has.been practifed by them 
in all ages of the, church. Miriam,,and the 
Tfraelitifo women, fung, as well as Mo/es and 
the children of J/rael, at the Red Sea; as 
did .alfo Debora with Barak; and not to 
take notice of the finging women. in the 
temple fervice, there is a prophecy of gof- 
pel:times; in which it is faid', that a great 


company of the blind and lame, with the wo- 


man with child, andber that travaileth with 


K Mulieres Apoftolus in ecclefia tacere jubet, pfalmum etiam - 
bene clamant ; hic omni dulcis aetati, hic utrique aptus.eft fexui, 
Ambsof. in Pfal, i. 
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fiould: and ngoin the ‘beight:of 
Zion ; ‘gna indeed: the woman's: 
which: the Apoftle' does ‘hot 
Bject’ thigh he’ does:to ther doing it 
with her. ‘Bead tncover than her. 
fince) prophefy:is simp 
ed by che! famie by’ finging. as well 


yk cafe of fome; 
fing in a mix’d 
‘of’ prefence of unbelievers, they 
joining ‘The folution of which; 
would: t-in the following: manner 
let it ‘be. hat. finging; a:pare of 
fndral Wor fhip;' binding 
“exception; believers unbelievers ; 
the former; ‘itideed, -are: the--only! porfons 
who are of performing i it ina fpiri- 
tial’ and evangelic mariner; buc the lacter 
Thay have “fenfe’ of: 
theit and be ‘able co: praif 
their 'te bret miercies; though 
in| gor without finy nor indeed; 
Gan they’ or civil action, 
more than morabone; without fin.s:for 
the plowing of the wicked-isix But it does 
not from benpe follow, that a man mutt not 


plow; 
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A Difourfe og\finging of Pfalnis. 4.2 
w, or perform any ‘civil actioi, ‘because 
efins in ic. And folikewife.it oughtnot 
to’ be concluded, that-a'mam fhould hot.pray, 
et fing’ pfalms, or perform: .any othér m 
action, becaufe he cannor do it-in'é f{piricual 
way ;(for ic is better for him to do:imin:qhe 
beft'way he can, thamnotiat all; But, fupe 
pofing that it is not the ducy of unbelievets — 
to fing pfalins, “it. will: be tvery. difitcule-to 
know who ate fuch:in public affembliesi; and 
if fuch fhould join with: you,-why fhould . 
this affect you chat are belidvers ?:-Wilbdhis 
fin of ‘theirs/be ever laid to your chargejclor 
you bé atepumtable for’ it’? Shoulduyod seg: 
your duty becanfe they/are not an theirs? 
Moft your «mouths be. ftopped:becaufé cheirs 
ate open? Should you amd 
take: fame’ to. ‘your: felves?: tee 
theny {oforward to wharryou judge:'is nor 
theit duty,) and: youvyour .felves fo backward 
’Befides,» has «been . the 
the faints, in all agesjstocfing inamixidal 
femblies. There 
came’up with the of Bgypt, 
whofe’ pretence Mofes and, the ‘childréenof 
Tfrael fung at the Red Sea, and who, wety 
probably, join’d wichthem in the fongydfifce 
they shad! thare in the common deliverance, 
The pfalmift David, declared it ap 
lution; and; no doube but ic was his practice, 
when -he‘ had opportunity, to fing ‘the praifes 
of God:among ithe Heatbens., Therefore; fays 
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42 Dilcdurfe on finping of Pfalnis. 

he, will I give thanks unto thee, O Lord, a» 
mong the Heathen, and) fing praifes unto thy 
wilt praifethee;:O Lord, among the 
le, willfing unto thee among the na- 
fons The church, in Solomon's fong, is 
reprefented, not only as taking her ‘part in 
the fong' in the midftiof,; but as joining with 
the daughters of ‘ferufalem, though they 
were.ignorant of Chrift her beloved, It 
evident,’ that the church at Corinth .fung 


. plainis in the prefence of unbelievers, as wel 


as peiformed:other parts of publick worthip ; 
Whijcbiwas one that made the Apoftle 
fordefirqus of rectifying the irregularities in 


thiserbs in rhe reft;. that fo unbeliévers, »who 


invamong: them,-might be convinced 
and obliged to: own; that.God was in them of 
atruth; as unbélievers 
ate: admitted to:public «prayers, and'to join 
with you in them, why: not to public fing: 
ing:? ‘éfpecially, fince fome ends ‘of! this‘or- 
dinanice cannot be anfwered without, ‘their 
prefence'; whiclfiare to declare the Lord's do- 
ings.amonag the people, and make known, 
wonder's\‘and bis glory among the Heathen‘: 


“TFoadd:no more, this ordinance has béen an 
“ordinance: for converfion ; I have known it 


to. be fo; and :fo:have others befides me ;. and 
&good reafon this is why it fhould be conti- 


puet publickly in ‘our'churches, and unbelie- 


vers be admitted to.an attendance on it. 


. 


4 
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fpirit, whiltt, they are ferving ‘the Lord: 


be worfhipped in fpirit, or with our f{pirits, 


V. now.to confider the manner . 


. 


which this ordinance fhould. be. performed, . 
which I hall do very'briefly, and fhall chief- 


ly regard what is exprefled in my text, in. 
which the Apoftle is;defirous that he might, 


and determines to, fing with the Spirit, and. 


with the underftanding alfo, 


meant, either the extraordinary gift of the 


{ich a way, .as to be underftood by orhers,, 
that fo they might receive fome profit and 
edification by it ; or elfe, by the Spirit, may, 
be defigned the Spirit of God, who is, abfo- 
lutely neceflary, to the {piritual performance 
of this duty... Believers, in. the difcharge of 
this work, ftand.in great need of him to ex- 
cite their attention,, affift their meditations, 
enlighten their underftandings, raife their af- 
fections, ftrengthen their, faith, and make a 


‘comfortable. application of what is fung to 


themfelves;.ar, by finging with the /pirzg, 
may be meant, finging with his own {pirit; 
and | indeed,. believers fhould be fervent in 


any ordinance: As God is.a. Spirit, he mu 


thac is, with our hearts engaged in the work 


F2 we 


1. With the Spirit. By which may be’ 


Spirit, by which the Apoftle,was capable of: 
delivering out a piel or hymn extempore, . 
and thac. in an unknown. tongue ; though he, 
was determined to make ufe of this gift in” — 
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to 
&F 


conformity 'to the ‘tune but to the glory 
Of Father, ‘Son and Spirit, who are that one 


at 


| 


we are concern’d im; and then,may we be faid 


fing with ‘the \fpirit, when we with 


(22, With the underfianding alfo, i.e. either — 
language’ that is to be underftood; or. 


with ithe underftanding of what is fung 


fing ye praifes with underflanding the: 


underftanding of-others ; for one end of this 
daty is, to seach and admonish others/as well 
as our felves';--afid, perhaps, the Apoftle 
thay have fome re here to.one ofthe 
titles‘of David's plalms'; viz. Sawn, ma/~ 
chil; ‘which fig ies a-pfalm, Biving inftrus 
ion, or caufing ‘to underftand.. Unlefs we 
fing ‘ih all thefe fenfes with underftanding, 


we fing with little advantage, either to our 


felves’or others, a word, befides our mu- 


tual edification; we fhould haye-in our view. 


Of God; we are to fing unto the 
not to'6ur felves, or to raife our na- 


to gain applaufe from 


‘orhere, ‘by the finenefs of our voice, and ex- 


~ 


our béarss; or in the lively exercife 

of faith,’ and hépe; ‘and-love;; for tothe due 

pétformance'of' this ordinance.in a fpiritual | 

way; is'required a large meafure of grace, a 

good deal-af fpiritual light, knowledge, ex-. 

perience and judgment; for we {fhould. 


LN God, 
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A: Difcourle on yingeng of Pfalhs; 45, 
God, who condefcends to inhabit the praifes\ 
of OF ci Noow Ta 
‘Having ‘now confider’d the feveral things" 
I-prapofed, relating to the ordinance of fing-. 

ing, I fubjoin a fhort: account: of the! 
fdith’ and practice of the faints*in the three 

firft centuries of Chriftianiry, with ‘refpect. 
gfither to finging: alone, or in the family,’ or: 
in the churches; which added to the {crip- 
tural account of thisduty, may ferve the more: 
to confirm us in the practice of it, 
Mf the Therapeutae, ‘a fett of religious per= 
miention’d’ by Philo the ‘few, who wav 
| @oternporary wich the Apoftles, were Chri- 


ftians, as’ Eufedius * thinks, then we have 
a proof, befides the fcripture ones, of 
Chriftians finging of pfalms ‘and’ hymns’ in 
the times of the Apoftles 5 for ofthefe Phila 
fays, That they, not 


ve themfelves 

up toa contemplative life) bute compofed 
fongs and hytmns.co God, in various kindsof 
metre and verfe, and which they wrote as — 
was’ neceflary in graver rhyme, andwhich || 
they not only compofed but fung™” tho’, * 
perhaps, he may intend the E/fenes, of whom 


avaynaleg uct. Pbilé de vita contemplaciva, p 893. 
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Porphyry faxysit, that S$ They. képt.the fevenithy , 
day of the week in hymns to God, ‘and tin. 

» There\are fame, indeed, who think: 
they were neither, but a fectiof: phi-’ 
lofophers::.. However this be, Certain, 
snow extant’an epiftle. of ; 
Piiny.t0 the emperop; in-which he; 
cells 1 him;:'that one:part of the charge againft, 
theiChriftians was, they. ‘ufed 
meen together, ata ftated time, before it was: 
light, firig, achymn among themfelves, 
to; god:* Tertullian. fefers 
to this letcer, theicharge init: 
thus) “That they, had. chtir mectings be-, 
fore: it day, fing to. Chrift.and,.to 
Eufedius) cites. dame and, eb-, 
fetves, that: chat he-found 
nothing -impiousiin dhi¢m, noching by. 
then yexcept that rifia 
fly they fung. anihymn to Chrift 
after che manner of | 


L gS. £3. p. 163) you] 

@troris, quod effent foliti ftato die, ante lucem convenire ; Car- 

_ menque’ Chrifto quafi Deo, dicere fecum invicem. Plin. 

Ep. 97. Edy Landon, 172%. 
* Nihil fe de facramentis compere Guam foetus anter 


Eufeb. Eccl, Hitt, 1. 3, & 
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A: Difeduirle: on of Palms. 
‘ter was writtenun the latter end ‘of the firt 
Century, ‘or ae the beginning »of the! fecondy 
and, as fome' think, whilft the Apoftle Fobn 

Martyr, Anno 150; in his epiftle 
to Zena and Serenus,.if it will be allowed ;to 

be:genuine, ' {péaks.of «the finging of pfalms, 

hymns, and fongs; afd directs.co the'ufe) of 

pialmody, in {uch a manner, as not to grieve 

+ Athenogenes; a‘ martyr, in the fecond 

tury, ashe was going to the» fire, deliverid 

an hymn! to: thofe that: ftood:' by;, in which 

he ‘celébrated the Deity :of the bleffed: Spi- 

Clemens Alexandrinus, Anno. 190;) Or) 200, 

{peaking of ‘a good man, fays, whole 

life day, his facnifices:are 

prayer and praife,y the fcripcures are read 

fote ‘eating of :food ; and, 
falms ‘and hymnsiare fung ;-and; night, 
ore;he) goes to bed, prayeris performed 
again *. And, in another place, he obferves, 

that. a man’s love, friendfhip, and good . 


d v 


ies lov. AuT ew. ad Zenan, 509. 

Vid. Rabricit Biblioth. Vol. 5. ct. S 24. 195- 
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ADilcourfe on fnging of Pfalmsi. 
Will co God; thould thewn thank(gi»: 
ving arid fitiging of pfalms and he if 
extant at end of his 

Tertallian; who ctived about 
dime; “has wnany things» im-his 
which? thew that finging ‘of pfalms;:: both 
blickig? and’ was. practifed: in 

3° im one plaoe §; he fays, Aftes 
wathing of hands, and li up of can» 


dies, meaning at their 
love’ very one fo and 
fing to ¢ither outof the holy ly feripeares, 


or) What was of their owhicompofi 


elfewhere ", among the arguments 
prevail onChriftians tomarrya- 
mony this:is one; Pfalats and 
‘fays he, are harmonioutly fung bes 
tween happy ‘pair'y and they prov 
pr the bereér to their:Gad 
And place she: fpeaks of 'the 
beading: of 
or . 


Id, Paedagop. |. 2. c. 4. p. 165, 

aquam manualem & umina, ut quifque de {cripturis 

fanGis, vel dé proprio ingenio potett, proveratur in Deo 

Apolog. 391 p. 36 | 
® Sonant joter duos pfalmi & hymni,, & mutno provecant, 

_guis Deo” tuto caritet. tb. ad Mxorem; &. 


Mak 
Jan vero. prout fcripturde ‘gut plalmi 
‘guit, adlocttiones proferuntur, aut petitiones delegancur, ita in- 


preach- 
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A. Dilcourle on iof Pfalins.. 49, 


preaching, ferméns, and of rhyer” yas the fe~ 


veral parts of publick wor ip.’ «And tovadd . 


nd in another the makeS this.to. 
be one part’ of ‘the happinefs of’ a chafte and 
continent'*man, that,‘ If he prays to the 
Lord; he‘is near to heaven ; if he’ {tudies, the. 
feripcures, -he is wholly there; if hedings.a 
pfalm, he pleafes himfelf”.’ 
‘Origen, Anno 226,%or'230. {peaking of 
the need: of the»Spirit ‘of God in prayer, adds; 
Even no ‘man ‘can fing.a plalm. or. 
hymn to the. Father, Chrift» in, good 
rhyme; ‘proper verfe:and metre, and in con- 
cért, except. the. Spiris, » who. fearcheth, alk 
things,.even the deep things of God, firit 
fearehes,: and; much as can be, compre- 
hends’ the deep things of rhe, with 
«Cyprian, Anno 246. exhorted Donatus to: 
the practice ‘of finging: of :pfalms, 
ftle to Let a*pfalm, -fays he, befung; 
feaft; kept with) moderation ; and. that, 


+ + thou may’ft have a retentive memory, let 


orationem facit ad dominum, prope eft Coelo. Scrip- 
turis.ineumbit, totus illic eft. . Si pfalmum canit, places fibi. 
Ib, de Exhort, Caftirat, to. p. 670. : 


Tiset suxuse Ed. Oxon, 1686. 


= 


« 
» 
if 
‘ 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
\ 
4 


50 A Difeourfe on Jinging of Pfalms. 
thy: voice, be thelodious. Begin this work 


‘afterthe ufval Manner *”, 4 
Népol, Egyptian bithdp, Anno 260. 
greatly commended by. Ew/edius, not only for 
Fis faithfulnefs, labour, and diligence in the 
fetipwures, but for his pfalmody ; which was 


_prefefittime’. 
might go onto produce teftimonies, 
roving pfalmody to be in ufe in the church 
fn che times of Con/fantine, mot far. from the 
' third century, which, as Eu/edius, who was 
on the ipot, relates °, was performed with a 
very decent.and agreeable modulation of the 
voice. As alfo, in the churches at Alexan- 


dria and Milan*, when Athanafus was bi- 


and comfort the great 4u/fin * found in at- 
tending on this ordinance; but I chufe to go 
no further than the three firft centuries, 


™ Sonet pfalmos (vel pfalmus) convivium fobrium: Ec ut. 


tibi tenax memoria eft, vcx camora ; aggredere hoc munus ex 
_ Wore. Cyprian. ad Donat. p. 10. Ed. Oxon, 1682. 
Te x) pidorovias cw Tals yeapais dudlecCis, 
woaans Laauodias, 


bye: aorrcl A ad:apar 
Bufeb. Eccl. Hilt. |. 7: c. 24, p. 271. 
Ib, 2. ¢, 17. p. $7. and 3, Io. ¢.3. 
Confell, 1.9, «6. S.z, and 7.13. and 1, 10, 
Ib. 1.9. 6. S. 2andl to. 33. S. 3. 
25 which 


very grateful co many of the brethren at that 


fhop of the one; and Ambrofe of the other, 
who both lived in the fourth century.. I — 
might alfo obferve, what fpiritual delight — 
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Difcourfe on finging of Pfalms. 55. 


which were the .pureft and moft incorrupe 


ages of Chriftianity. 
Paulus Samofatenus, who denied.the divi- 
nity of Chrift, is the only perfon I have met 
with in this period of time, that objected to 
the pfalms and fongs fung in the churches, — 
which he condemned as novel compofiti-+ — 
ons'; and yet provided ‘women to fing ‘in 
the church concerning himfelf: His reafon 
for it feems to be, becaufe the divinity of 


Chrift was in an excellent manner fet forth 
in the old fongs and pfalms ; as appears from 


a paflage in Eufebius, mentioned to confront 
Artemon and Tbeodotus, who had reprefent- 
ed Chrift’s divinity as a novel doétrine. 


The pfalms and fongs of the «brethren, 


fays Eufebius ‘, which were written by the 


faithful, from the beginning, fer forth the 
praifes of Chrift as the word of God, af- 


_cribing divinity tohim”’. Ffom the whole 
it may be concluded, that this ordinance of 
finging of pfalms, as ic was ufed by’ Chrift 
and his Apoftles, fo it was continued in the 
ages next to them; and though it has been | 


dragged through the finks of popery, yet it 


ought not to be rejected on that account: ~ 


Had our reformers tfeated the’ ordinances of 


Exfeb. Eccl, Hill. 1.7. ¢. 30. p.281."% 


Ib. c. 28, p. 196. 
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manner;' becauféthey found 
them’ corrupted, we fhould have had no’ or= 


* 
* 


dinance: now in. being rather do all 


We can‘to Clearthis of every degree of fuper- 


Ktition, aid ‘reftore it'to its native finplicity 


, 
as 
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